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MAHESHWARA SUTRAS

Sounds of Sanskrit language are described in Maheshwara Sutras.
There are basic of Sanskrit grammar. Maheshwara Sutras are
fourteen in numbers. All the Vowels and Consonants are told in
there Maheshwara Sutras.

After reading thislesson, you will be ableto:

e recite all 14 Maheshwara Sutras;
e know Sanskrit Sounds; and
e identify the Pratyaharas.

/.1 MAHESHWARA SUTRAS

Thereis story behind the Samskrita alphabets. Natargjais other
name of Shiva. Heisin the dancing pose. Natarga has Damaru
in his one hand. Damaru is a small two-headed drum, used in
many Indian, Buddhist and Tibetan traditions. Damru is known
as the instrument of Lord Shiva. Damaru was first created by
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M aheshwar a Sutras

Shivato produce different sounds. Sanskrit Alphabets origined
from the sound of the Damaru of the Lord Shiva called
Maheswara Sutras.

Mahesvara Sutrani isfourteen versesthat organize the phonemes
of Sanskrit as referred to in the Astadhyayi of Panini, the
foundational text of Sanskrit grammar.

A famousversein Sage Panini'sAshtadhyayi saysthat the Panini
grammar that isin use now is graced by Lord Shiva. Hence the
first known organized sounds are known as the Maheshvara
Sutra - Maheshvara being another name of Lord Shiva. Hereis
the verse from Panini‘sAshta-Dhyayi:

TATGAT ACRISRISH TA1G Sl AJUSTIAARA |
IEYBE bl RIgieaigae Rragasier | |
Meaning:

"At the end of his cosmic dance, Shiva, the Lord of dance,
with aview to bless the sages Sanaka and so on, played on his
Damaru fourteen times, from which emerged the following
fourteen Sutras, popularly known as ShivaSutrasor Maheshvara
Sutras'

Within the tradition they are known as the Aksarasamamnaya,
"recitation of phonemes," but they are popularly known as the
Siva Sutras becausethey are said to have been revea ed to Panini
by Shiva. They were either composed by Panini to accompany
his Astadhyayi or predate him. The latter is less plausible, but
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M aheshwar a Sutras

the practice of encoding complex rulesin short, mnemonic verses
aretypical of the sutra style.

Notes
SNo Sutras

1 CECESIYE a-i-u-n

2 E2RSECA r-1r-k

3 T3 | e-0-n

4 U 3l | a-au-c

5 ERICEE ha-ya-va-ra-i

6 o U7 lam-n

7 AHS UAH fa- ma- na- na-na-m
8 EREE jha- bha- i

9 g3 Y Y| gha- dha-dha-s

10 S 978 T Y ja-ba-ga-da-da-s

11 wWwvsddcddql kha-pha-cha-tha-tha-ca-ta

- ta-v
12 S 9y ka- pa-y
13 I v9¥EX| sa-sa-sa-r
14 @ <l ha- |
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M aheshwar a Sutras

. VARNA-MALA

These fourteen sutras contain all the letters of the sanskrit
varnamala- the svaras (vowels) a, i, u, 1, Ir, e, a, o, au and all
the vyanjanas (consonants). You find half letters in the end
of each Sutrafor areason. Asper the Rig Veda, Lord Sivabrought
this Sanskrit alphabet sequence and the Sanskrit language to
earth. The sounds of the aphabet originated from Lord Sivas
‘damaru’.

The Sanskrit alphabet sequence is known as the 'Varnamala.
Theword 'varna (avl) meansa'syllable and all theenergiesrel ated
to that syllable - color, presiding force, the mouth part used to
pronounce each syllable, the related body part etc.

II. PRATYAHARA

Pratyaharaisbringing together; bringing together of several letters
(or wordsin afew cases, such asroots or nouns) by mentioning
thefirst and thelast only for the sake of brevity; theterm U8R
isgeneraly used in connection with brief terms such as31vy, 31,
379, 8¢ and thelike, created by Panini in hisgrammar by taking
any particular letter and associating it with any mute final |etter
(erge~en) of the fourteen Sivasutras, with a view to include all
lettersbeginning with the letter uttered and ending with thel etter
which precedes the (mute) letter. The practice of using such
abbreviations was in existence before Panini, possibly in the
grammar attributed to Indra.
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M aheshwar a Sutras

Economy (Sanskrit: laghava) is a major principle of their
organization, and it is debated whether Panini deliberately
encoded phonological patterns in them (as they were treated in
traditional phonetic texts called Pratyhara) or smply grouped
together phonemeswhich he needed torefer toin theAshtadhyayi
and which only secondarily reflect phonological patterns.

As an example, consider Ashtadhyayi 6.1.77: iKo yan aCi: (&1
i)

e iK meansi, u,r,ir;

e iKoisiKinthegenitivecase, soit means'inplaceof i, u,r,ir;

e yan meansthe semivowelsy v rl andisinthe nominative, so
IKoyanmeans. y vr | replacei urir;

e aC meansall vowels, as hoted above

e aCiisinthelocative case, so it means before any vowel.

Hence this rule replaces a vowel with its corresponding
semivowel when followed by any vowel, and that iswhy dadhi
together with atra makes dadhyatra. To apply thisrule correctly
we must be aware of the other rules of the grammar.

A

al INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.1

A

1. Mahesvara Sutrani are........... verses that organize the
phonemes of Sanskrit.

2. Ashtadhyayawaswritten by..............
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M aheshwar a Sutras

3. ciiiiiiiienen.... brought out the sequence of alphabets of
Sanskrita.

4. Thesanskrit alphabet sequenceisknownasthe................

@— WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

Maheswara Sutra is the most ancient known Sanskrit al phabet
sequence. Sanskrit Alphabetsoriginatesfrom Maheswara Sutras.
Thereisfourteen verses that organize the phonemes of Sanskrit
asreferred to in the Ashtdhyayi of Panini, the foundational text
of Sanskrit grammar.

Notes

The fourteen sutras contain all the letters of the Sanskrit
varnamala- thesvaras (Vowels) a, i, u, r, ir, €, a, 0, au and al the
vyanjanas (Consonants).

ETERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Explanvarnamaa?

2.  Explain theterm Pratyahara?

M ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

1. Fourteen
2. Panini

3. Lord Shiva
4

Varnamaa
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